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LGBTQ Youth are almost 

3X 
More 

likely to 

attempt 

suicide  

When looking at youth suicide, there are definite 

disparities in who are at greater risk for suicide 

attempts. In Benton and Franklin Counties, 

while male students are more likely to die by 

suicide, female students have almost double the 

rates as their male counterparts for both 

contemplation and attempt at suicide. Youth of 

color are also almost twice as likely to attempt 

suicide than white students.  

LGBTQ students are at an 

even greater risk, with 

LGBTQ youth being almost 

three times as likely to 

attempt suicide and twice as 

likely to contemplate suicide.  
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Firearms are  

the 2nd leading 

method of suicide 

for Washington youth 

Ages 10-24 

Suicide among youth has 

tripled since the 1940’s  with 

suicide being the third leading 

cause of death for youth 

between the ages of 10-24. 

Ages 18-25 have the highest 

rate of suicidal thoughts among 

all age groups.   
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Depression 
or other 
mental 
disorders 

Chronic pain 
or other 
medical 

conditions 

Substance 
abuse 

Having guns or 
other firearms in 
the home 

Family 
history     

Recently 
released 
from  jail 

Exposure to 
suicidal 
behavior 
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Certain factors can increase 

a person’s risk for death by 

suicide. The Healthy Youth 

Survey monitors some of the 

risk factors, including 

depression in the past year, 

alcohol use, and access to 

protective measures, such as  

connectedness to family and community. Female students surveyed 

are nearly twice as likely to report having felt depressed in the past 

year than their male counterparts. LGBTQ students outpaced their 

straight counterparts in risk factors like depression and alcohol use, 

while also having lower rates of protective factors related to 

connectedness, such as a having a trusted adult they could turn to 

when feeling sad or hopeless and opportunities for positive 

participation in the family setting. 
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